
MONDAY OF THOMAS WEEK 
April 27, 2020 • Ninth day of Paschaltide 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Canticle 
 

 Christ, Thou hast destroyed Hades and in Thy Resurrection, Thou hast resurrected humanity.  Make us worthy 
in purity of heart to praise Thee, glorifying Thee with song. 

 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
 

 
AT MORNING PRAYER 

 

from the Pentecostarion, at Orthros 
 

aving been conceived in iniquities, I, the prodigal, dare not gaze upon the height of heaven. But trusting in Thy 
love for man, I cry: O God, be gracious unto me, the sinner, and save me. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

s the disciples were in doubt, the Saviour came on the eighth day to where they were gathered; and giving them 
peace, He cried unto Thomas: Come, O Apostle, and touch the palms in which they fastened the nails. O good 

unbelief of Thomas, which hath led the hearts of the faithful to full knowledge! Hence, he cried out with fear: O my 
Lord and my God, glory be to Thee. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

eholding a wonder of wonders in thee, O Full of Grace, creation rejoiceth; for thou didst conceive without seed 
and gavest birth ineffably unto Him upon Whom the orders of Angels cannot gaze. Since He is God, entreat 

Him in behalf of our souls. 
 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

from the Pentecostarion, at Vespers 
 

ince I stand condemned by mine evil thoughts and deeds, O Saviour, grant me a mind to turn to Thee, O God, 
that I may cry: Save me, O good Benefactor, and have mercy on me. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

 Almighty Redeemer Christ, sore astonished at seeing Thee, Thomas recognized Thee and cried out mightily: 
Thou art my Lord and my God; O Friend of man, now do I believe that Thou art He Who endured that dread 

Passion and Who doth heal passions in our souls. Thy dominion I worship, and Thine awesome and omnipotent 
Rising do I proclaim unto all the world. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

fter Thine arising, O Lord, when Thy disciples were gathered together, and the doors were shut, Thou stoodest 
in the midst, granting them peace. As for Thomas, being persuaded at the sight of Thy hands and side, he 

confessed that Thou art the Lord and God, who savest them that hope in Thee, O Friend of man.  
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WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA 
Archbishop 

†444 
~ from his commentary on the Gospel of John ~ 

 
I am the true Vine, and My Father is the Vinedresser. (15:1) 

 

HEN THE LORD SAYS, I am the true Vine, He wishes to show us that it behooves us to love, to hold fast to our 
love towards Him, and how great a gain we shall have from our union with Him; and that those who are united 

and fixed and rooted in Him, and who are already partakers in His Nature through their participation in the Holy 
Spirit, are branches. For it is His Holy Spirit which has united us with the Savior Christ. From a firm resolve in good-
ness we proceed onward by faith, and we become His people, obtaining from Him the dignity of sonship. For ac-
cording to St. Paul, He who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. (1 Corinthians 6:17) He has been called the 
foundation and capstone by the Prophets, for upon Him we are built up–ourselves being the stones, living and 
spiritual stones–into a holy priesthood for a habitation of God in the Spirit, (Cf. 1 Peter 2:5) and in no other way are we able 
to be built up into this, save only if Christ is the capstone. So, here, in a similar way, He says that He is a Vine, that is 
the nourisher of its branches. For we are begotten of Him, and in Him, in the Spirit, to produce the fruits of life; not 
the old life of former days, but that which consists in newness of faith and love towards Him. And we are preserved 
in this life by clinging to Him and holding fast to the holy commandments given to us. The manner in which we are 
in Christ and He in us St. John shows us when He says: By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has 
given us of His own Spirit; (1 John 4:13) and again, By this we may be sure that we are in Him: he who says he abides in Him ought 
to walk in the same way in which He walked. (1 John 2:5-6) And he makes this even clearer to his hearers by the words, All 
who keep His commandments abide in Him, and He in them. (1 John 3:24) For if the keeping of His commandments produces 
love towards Him, and we are joined to Him by love, surely what has been said has been shown to be true by these 
passages. For just as the root of the vine distributes to the branches its own natural and inherent qualities, so the 
Only-begotten Word of God imparts to the saints an affinity to His own Nature and the Nature of God the Father, 
by giving them the Spirit, insomuch as they have been united with Him through faith and perfect holiness; and He 
nourishes them in piety, and works in them the knowledge of all virtue and good works. 
 

And when He calls the Father the Vinedresser, why does He give Him this title? For the Father is not idle or inert in 
His dealings with us, and while the Son nourishes us and sustains us by the Holy Spirit, the rectification of our con-
dition is the function of the whole sacred and consubstantial Trinity. We call God a Savior, not gaining the graces 
which are compassionately bestowed upon us partly from the Father, and partly from the Son Himself or the Holy 
Spirit, but calling our salvation the work of One Divinity. And if we must apportion the gifts which are bestowed 
upon us to each Person of the Trinity separately, nonetheless do we believe that everything proceeds from the Father 
by the Son in the Spirit. You will think then quite rightly that the Father nourishes us in piety by the Son in the Spirit. 
He watches over us and cares for us and deems us worthy of His sustaining providence by the Son in the Spirit. We 
know that God did not only make us partakers of His Nature, which belongs to the Holy and consubstantial Trinity, 
but also He watches over us with the most diligent care, which is illustrated to us by the figure of the Vinedresser. 
For when He spoke of the Vine and its branches, is not the illustration of the Vinedresser most apt, introducing the 
One Who takes the care and charge of the whole, that is God. And if we are convinced that the Son is really and truly 
in His own Father, and He has Him that begat Him in His own Nature, and all things are brought to perfection by 
Both in the Spirit as by One Divinity, neither will the Father be without His share in nourishing us, nor can the Son 
be thought not to partake in His vinedressing. For where Their identity of Nature is seen in unmistakable language, 
there, too, there is no division of activity. And, as there is one Substance that is the true and real Godhead conceived 
of in three Persons–the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit–is it not extremely clear and incontrovertible that 
when we speak of an activity of one, it is a function of the One and entire Divinity, in the way of inherent power? 
 

Moreover, our Lord Jesus Christ, accepting His Father as His Fellow-worker in all He did, once went amongst the 
impious Jews and said: I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of these do you stone Me? (John 10:32) And 
again, about working on the Sabbath-day: My Father is working still, and I am working. (John 5:17) And no one would 
think He said that the Father acts separately in His dealings with the world, and so also the Son. For since the Father 
does all things by the Son and could not otherwise act, as He is His wisdom and power, for this reason He called the 
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Father the doer of His own works, when He said: I do nothing of Myself; but the Father Who dwells in Me does His works. (Cf. 
John 14:10) I think, therefore, we ought to take this view and none other: that Christ takes the place of the Vine, and 
we are dependent on Him as branches, enriched as it were by His grace, and drinking in, by the Spirit, spiritual power 
to bear fruit. Amen. 
 
 
 


