
THURSDAY OF THOMAS WEEK 
April 30, 2020 • Twelfth day of Paschaltide 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Canticle 
 

ome to the new fruit of the vine of divine gladness in the glorious day of Resurrection. Let us partake in the 
kingdom of Christ and praise Him as God unto the ages. 

 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
 

 
AT MORNING PRAYER 

 

from the Pentecostarion, at Orthros 
 

he Life of all was nailed to the Cross by the transgressors and the Lord immortal was reckoned with the dead in 
Hades. But rising the third day, Thou didst raise dead Adam from corruption with Thyself. For this cause, the 

hosts of heaven cry unto Thee, O Saviour and Life-bestower: Glory to Thy divine sufferings, O Christ. Glory to Thy 
Resurrection. Glory to Thy condescension, O Thou only Friend of man. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

lorifying Thy God-befitting condescension, we praise Thee, O Christ; for Thou was born of a Virgin, and yet 
Thou wast inseparable from the Father. Thou didst suffer as a man, and didst endure the Cross willingly. Thou 

didst rise from the grave as though coming forth from a bridal chamber, that Thou mightest save the world. O Lord, 
glory be to Thee.  
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

ight days after Thine Arising, O Jesus our King, Only-begotten Word of the Father, Thou didst appear unto Thy 
disciples while the doors were shut, bestowing Thy peace. And to the unbelieving disciple Thou didst show the 

prints and say: Come, touch My hands and feet and Mine undefiled side. And he, being persuaded cried unto Thee: 
O my Lord and my God, glory be to Thee.  

 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

from the Pentecostarion, at Vespers 
 

lothed in the garment of righteousness that is whiter than snow, let us rejoice upon this present feast day of 
Pascha, whereon Christ, as the bright Sun of Righteousness, rose from the dead with a dawning light and made 

us all very bright and exceeding glad with the grace of incorruption and life. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

esus came unto the disciples while the doors were shut, and gave them peace and fearlessness. Then He saith unto 
Thomas: Why believest thou not that I am risen from the dead? Bring hither thy hand and put it in My side, and 

see; because thou hast disbelieved, all have learned of My Passion and Resurrection, and they shall all cry out with 
thee: O my Lord and my God, glory be to Thee. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
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 Thomas, touch My side with thy hand, saith Christ, and come, handle the prints of the nails. Examine them 
with faith; believe in Me, and be not unbelieving. And when Thomas touched the Master with his finger, he 

cried out with a great voice: Thou art my God and Lord; O Compassionate One, glory be to Thee.  
 

 
 
 

WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Archbishop of Constantinople  

†407 
~ from a homily on First Corinthians ~ 

 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a 
clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,  

and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
–1 Corinthians 13:1-2 

 

EE HOW THE APOSTLE first begins, from that which was marvelous in their eyes and great: the gift of tongues. 
And in bringing forward that gift, he mentions it not just in the degree they had it, but far more. For he does not 

say, if I speak with tongues, but, if I speak with the tongues of men. What does he mean by of men? He means: of all nations in 
every part of the world. And neither is he content with this amplification, but he likewise uses another much greater 
phrase, adding the words, ‘Though I speak with the tongues…of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding 
brass or a clanging cymbal.’ 
 

Do you see what point he makes when he first exalts the gift, and to what extent afterwards he lowers and casts it 
down? For neither does he simply say, I am nothing, but rather, I have become sounding brass, a thing senseless and inan-
imate. But what does he mean by the phrase sounding brass? He means that he emits a sound indeed, but at random 
and in vain, and for no good end. Since besides my profiting nothing, I am counted by most men as one giving 
impertinent trouble, an annoying and wearisome kind of person. Do you see how a person who is void of love is like 
things that are inanimate and senseless? 
 

He speaks of the tongues of angels, not investing angels with a body, but what he means is this: even if I speak as angels 
converse with each other, without love I am nothing; rather I am a burden and an annoyance. As another example, 
when the Apostle says, at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth, (Philippians 2:10) he does not say these things as if he attributed to angels knees and bones, far from it; but it is 
their intense adoration which he intends to show us. So also, here he calls it a tongue, not meaning an instrument of 
flesh, but intending to indicate their converse with each other in a manner which is known to us. 
 

Then, in order that his discourse may be acceptable, the Apostle does not stop at the gift of tongues, but proceeds 
also to the remaining gifts; and having depreciated all of them in the absence of love, he then depicts love’s image. 
And because he prefers to conduct his argument by amplification, he begins from the less and ascends to the greater. 
For whereas, when he indicates their order in the previous chapter (1 Corinthians 12:4-12) and places the gift of tongues 
last, now he numbers tongues first, ascending by degrees to the greater gifts. Thus, having spoken of tongues, he 
proceeds immediately to prophecy and says: 
 

And though I have the gift of prophecy… 
 

And this gift of prophecy is excellent. For as when he mentions not just tongues, but the tongues of all mankind, and 
as he proceeds, he mentions those of angels, and then signifies that the gift is nothing without love, so also here he 
mentions not prophecy alone but the very highest prophecy: to the phrase If I have prophecy he adds and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, expressing this gift also with intensity. Then after this, he proceeds to the other gifts. And 
again, that he might not seem to weary them, naming each one of the gifts, he sets down the mother and fountain of 
all, and this again with excellency, thus saying, and though I have all faith. Neither is he content with this, but even that 
which Christ spoke of as greatest, this also he adds, saying, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
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And consider how again here also he lowers the dignity of the tongues. For whereas, as regards prophecy, he signifies 
the great advantage arising from it: understand[ing] all mysteries and all knowledge; and as regards faith, no trifling work, 
even the removing of mountains; in respect of tongues, on the other hand, having named the gift itself only, he quits it. 
 

But consider this also, I pray: how in brevity he sums up all gifts when he names prophecy and faith; for miracles are 
either in words or deeds. And how did Christ say it? that the least degree of faith is the being able to remove a moun-
tain. For as though He were speaking of something very small, did He express Himself when He said, if you have faith 
as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, (Matthew 17:20) whereas Paul says that 
this is all faith. What then must one say? Since this is a great thing, the moving of a mountain, therefore also he 
mentions it, not as though all faith was able to do this, but because this seemed to the wider audience to be a great 
deed due to the bulk of the mountain. And what he then says is this: If I have all faith, and can move mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 
 

Recollecting therefore in our minds these things, both those of God and of men, let us possess ourselves of the love 
which is above all gifts, that we may obtain both the present and the future blessings: which may we all obtain, through 
the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory, power, and honor, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
 


