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~ from a homily on the Martyrs ~ 
  

S IS WELL KNOWN TO ALL, the glory of the Martyrs is celebrated by the people of God–such being the divine 
will–to this end: that to them due honor may be paid, and to us may be shown, by the favor of Christ, examples 

of courage. While we behold these celebrations, let us understand how great is their glory in Heaven, whose festivals 
are thus honored on earth. May we ourselves be stirred up to show forth the like example, an equal courage, the same 
devotion and faith, so that, Christ helping us, we may fight and conquer the foe; and thus, having shared the victory 
of these Saints, we may triumph together with them in the kingdom of Heaven. What person, desiring to partake of 
their reward, would not first set himself to acquire their constancy, to imitate their faith and the courage with which 
they suffered? What man would not find, or seek to find, such glory by likening his life to theirs? For, even if he were 
not able to resemble them in Martyrdom, at least he might show himself worthy by his good deeds to be honored 
with so great a gift. For a most loving God is with us, and He will grant to those of His children who desire it either 
Martyrdom itself or, without a Martyr’s death, the heavenly reward with His Saints. 
  
Though a sinner is but weakened by adversity, it is in trials that the just man finds his strength. It is in this manner 
that the Saints waged war against sin; in striving they grew more strong, and in dying they won the victory. An athlete 
does not earn a reputation for great strength without a struggle; he is not crowned unless he wins. A soldier does not 
overcome the enemy without a battle. You have, O Christian, arms sufficient to fight the foe; you have weapons most 
powerful, with which to war against enemies. 
  
If anyone with reverent love marvels at the merits of the Saints and speaks with constant praise on the glories of the 
righteous, let him imitate their holy character and their righteousness; since to Whom the merit of any Saint is well 
pleasing, to Him equally ought obedience in the service of God be well pleasing. Therefore, if a person praises the 
Saints, let him imitate them; for whoever praises another ought himself to live worthy of receiving praise; and whoever 
marvels at the merits of the Saints should himself be marvelous in his holiness of life. For if we love the righteous 
and the faithful because we perceive in them righteousness and faith, we too can be what they are, if we do what they 
do. For it is not hard for us to imitate their deeds, since we behold such deeds done by those in times past who had 
no preceding example. They themselves did not have others to emulate; but they became examples to us of virtue 
that we should emulate, so that while we profit by them, and others in turn profit by us, Christ will be unceasingly 
glorified in His holy Church by His servants. Thus, from the beginning of the world, innocent Abel is slain; Enoch, 
pleasing to God, is translated; Noah is found righteous; Abraham is proved faithful; Moses is renowned as meek, 
Joshua as chaste, David as humble; Elijah was taken up; Daniel was holy; the three Children were given victory.  
  
The Apostles–the disciples of Christ–are accounted teachers of the faithful. Taught by them, Confessors fight 
courageously; Martyrs, made perfect, are triumphant; and the Christian hosts, clad in the armor of God, are constantly 
vanquishing the devil. In them we behold equal virtues, varied conflicts, and glorious victories. Therefore you, O 
Christian, are an unmanly soldier if you think that you can conquer without a struggle and triumph without a conflict. 
Put forth your strength, fight bravely, contend boldly in that warfare. Amen. 
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~ from a homily on the Feast of All Saints ~ 
  

N THIS DAY, DEARLY BELOVED, we keep the festival of All Saints in one joyful celebration, in whose com-
panionship Heaven rejoices, under whose patronage earth is glad, by whose triumph the holy Church is 

crowned. Their testimony is now to be honored in proportion to the glory imparted to that testimony as a result of 
the grievous suffering they endured in professing it. For the greater their torment, the richer their reward; and the 
fiercer the battle, the brighter the glory of the fighters, whose triumph in Martyrdom was in this way adorned with 
more sufferings. And now our Mother–the Church–spread far and wide throughout the world, has been taught, in 
her head Christ Jesus, to fear neither shame, nor cross, nor death; she has flourished more and more, not by resisting 
but by enduring; and she has breathed a like and equal ardor of courage into all those who have been gloriously united 
in the bonds of suffering, inspiring them to enter into battle and to triumph gloriously. 
  
O truly blessed Mother Church, glorified by such grace of divine honor and adorned with the blood of victorious 
Martyrs, you are decked in the spotless purity of unbroken faith. Dearly beloved, let each of us strive to receive the 
highest honor of these two awards: either the white crown of Virginity, or the red crown of Martyrdom. For the 
ineffable great goodness of God provides this: that after the darkness of this world the Saints should see the light of 
shining brightness and receive blessedness greater than all their bitter sufferings, as the Apostle Paul bears witness: 
The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18) 
  
In the heavenly City, the Saints shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they shall turn many to righ-
teousness. There is no night there, no darkness: the Saints have washed their robes in the Blood of the Lamb and are 
before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night. Now, of the King, Who dwells in the midst of His Saints, 
no word suffices to tell, for all speech and all understanding fall short of that comeliness, that beauty, that power, that 
glory, that magnificence, that majesty. For beyond all the glorious appearing of the Saints is the ineffable vision of 
Himself and the radiant splendor of His majesty. For it would behoove us rather to suffer torments every day, to 
endure hell itself for a little time, so that we might be worthy to see Christ coming in glory and to be numbered among 
His Saints. Would it not be right to suffer all things that we might be counted partakers in such great good and such 
great glory?  
  
Let us cleave to these things with our minds, let us grasp them with our entire faith, love them with our whole heart, 
and attain them by means of great and incessant labor. Why are you troubled concerning the price? Christ gave 
Himself that He might gain you for a kingdom to God the Father. He Who will give a red crown to those suffering 
under persecution will bestow a white one to those triumphing in peace, as a reward for their righteousness. We need 
to remember that we must not do our own will, but God’s; because he who does God’s will abides forever, even as 
He abides forever. 
  
Therefore, beloved, with an honest heart, firm faith, strong courage, and perfect charity let us be ready to fulfil the 
will of God, bravely keeping His commandments; keeping innocence in simplicity, concord in charity, temperance in 
humility, diligence in service, zeal in helping the distressed, mercy in cherishing the poor, constancy in defending the 
truth, discretion in allotting discipline, that no example of good deeds be wanting in us. For these are the footprints 
left for our guidance by the Saints on their way home to the heavenly country: that we, following in their steps, might 
also attain to their joy. Amen. 
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