
GREAT VESPERS 
Saturday, July 11, 2020 

 

HOLY MARTYRS PROCLUS & HILARY OF ANCYRA 
VERONICA, THE WOMAN WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD WHO WAS HEALED BY OUR LORD 

VENERABLE FATHER PAISIOS THE NEW OF ATHOS 
 

O, come, let us worship and fall down before God our King. 
O, come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 

O, come, let us worship and fall down before the very Christ, our King and our God.  
 

PSALM 103 
BLESS THE LORD, O my soul. O Lord my God, Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with hon-our 
and majesty. Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment; Who stretchest out the heavens like 
a curtain; Who layeth the beams of His chambers in the waters; Who maketh the clouds His chariot; 
Who walketh upon the wings of the wind; Who maketh His Angels spirits; His ministers a flaming 
fire; Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever. Thou coveredst 
it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. At Thy rebuke they fled; 
at the voice of Thy thunder they hasted away. They go up by the mountains; they go down by the 
valleys unto the place which Thou hast founded for them. Thou hast set a bound that they may not 
pass over; that they turn not again to cover the earth. He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which 
run among the hills. They give drink to every beast of the field; the wild asses quench their thirst. By 
them shall the fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which sing among the branches. He 
watereth the hills from His chambers; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Thy works. He causeth 
the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man; that he may bring forth food out of 
the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread 
which strengtheneth man’s heart. The trees of the Lord are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which 
He hath planted; where the birds make their nests; as for the stork, the fir trees are her house. The 
high hills are a refuge for the wild goats and the rocks for the conies. He appointed the moon for 
seasons; the sun knoweth his going down. Thou makest darkness and it is night, wherein all the 
beasts of the forest do creep forth. The young lions roar after their prey, and seek their meat from 
God. The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together and lay them down in their dens. Man goeth 
forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening. O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In 
wisdom hast Thou made them all; the earth is full of Thy riches. So is this great and wide sea, 
wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts. There go the ships: there is 
that leviathan, whom Thou hast made to play therein. These wait all upon Thee, that Thou mayest 
give them their meat in due season. That Thou givest them they gather; Thou openest Thine hand, 
they are filled with good. Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled; Thou takest away their breath, 
they die, and return to their dust. Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created; and Thou 
renewest the face of the earth. The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever; the Lord shall rejoice in 
His works. He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth; He toucheth the hills, and they smoke.will sing 
unto the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have my being. My meditation of 
Him shall be sweet; I will be glad in the Lord. Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let 
the wicked be no more. Bless Thou the Lord, O my soul. Praise ye the Lord. 

~ and then the Great Litany, followed by the chanting of the appointed verses from the Psalter ~ 
 

FIRST KATHISMA OF THE PSALTER 
~ selected verses  • the people may be seated ~ 

Plagal of the Fourth Tone 
 

Blessed is the man, the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked. Alleluia. 



For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,  
 but the way of the wicked will perish. Alleluia. 
Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice, rejoice in Him with trembling. Alleluia. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. Alleluia. 
Arise, arise, O Lord; save me, O my God. Alleluia. 
Salvation belongs to the Lord; Thy blessing be upon Thy people. Alleluia. 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to Thee, O our God and our Hope. Glory to Thee. 
 

O LORD, I HAVE CRIED OUT 
 

Fourth Tone 
 

Psalm 140 

O Lord, I have cried out unto Thee, hear Thou me; hear Thou me, O Lord. O Lord, I have cried 
out unto Thee, hear Thou me. Give ear to the voice of my supplication when I cry out unto Thee: 
hear Thou me, O Lord. 
 

Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as the incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacrifice; hear Thou me, O Lord. 
 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and a protecting door round about my lips. · Incline not my heart to 
evil words, to make excuses in sins. · With men that work iniquity; and I will not communicate with the 
choicest of them. · The just man shall correct me in mercy and shall reprove me; but let not the oil of the 
sinner anoint my head. · For my prayer also shall still be against the things with which they are well pleased; 
their judges falling upon the rock have been swallowed up. · They shall hear my words, for they are sweet; as 
when the thickness of the earth is broken upon the ground, their bones are scattered by the side of hell. · But 
to Thee, O Lord, Lord, are mine eyes; in Thee have I put my trust, take not away my soul. · Keep me from 
the snare which they have laid for me, and the traps of the workers of iniquity. · Let the wicked fall into their 
own nets, whilst I alone escape. 
 

Psalm 141 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice, with my voice unto the Lord, did I make my supplication. · I poured out 

my supplication before Him; I showed before Him my trouble. · When my spirit was overwhelmed within 

me, then Thou knewest my path. · In the way wherein I walked have they secretly laid a snare for me. · I 

looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no one that would know me. · Refuge failed me; no one 

cared for my soul. · I cried unto Thee, O Lord; I said: Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the 

living. · Attend unto my cry, for I am brought very low. · Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are 

stronger than I. 
 

of the Resurrection, from the Octoëchos  • Fourth Tone 
 

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy Name. 

We worship untiringly Thy quickening Cross, O Christ God, and glorify Thy third-day 
Resur-rection; for by it, O Almighty, Thou hast renewed the corrupt nature of mankind, and made 
plain to us the ascent to heaven; for Thou alone art good and the Lover of mankind. 
 

The righteous shall wait for me until Thou recompense me. 

When Thou wast willingly nailed upon the Cross, O Saviour, Thou didst solve the problem caused 
by the tree of sin. And when Thou didst descend into Hades, Thou didst break the bonds of Death, 
since Thou art a mighty God. Wherefore, we worship Thy Resurrection from the dead, shouting 
with joy: O Almighty Lord, glory to Thee. 
 



Psalm 129 
 

Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O Lord, Lord hear my voice. 

Thou didst demolish by Thy death, O Lord, the gates of Hades; Thou didst dissolve the realm of 
Death; and didst free the human race from corruption, granting the world life and incorruptibility 
and Great Mercy. 

 

Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

Come, ye nations, let us praise the third-day Resurrection of the Saviour, by which we were 
delivered from the unbreakable bonds of Hades, and by which we have all received life and 
incorruption, crying: O Thou Who wast crucified, buried, and Who didst rise, save us by Thy 
Resurrection, O Thou only Lover of mankind. 
 

If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? 
For with Thee there is forgiveness. 

Verily, the Angels and men, O Saviour, praise Thy third-day Resurrection, through which the ends 
of the universe have been lighted, and by which Thou hast redeemed from bondage to the enemy us 
who cry, saying: O omnipotent Giver of life, save us by Thy Resurrection, O Lover of mankind. 

 

Because of Thy Name have I waited for Thee, O Lord;  
my soul hath waited upon Thy word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 

Thou hast demolished the brazen gates, O Christ God, and hast shattered the bars, and hast raised 
the fallen human race and made it to stand upright. Wherefore, do we shout to Thee in unison: O 
Thou rising from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 

From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord. 

Thy birth from Thy Father, O Lord, is eternal and timeless; and Thine Incarnation from the Virgin 
is inexplicable and ineffable; and Thy descent into Hades is awe-inspiring to Satan and his angels; for 
Thou didst trample down Death and didst rise on the third day, granting mankind incorruptibility 
and Great Mercy. 

 

of Ss. Proclus and Hilary, from the Menaion  • First Tone 
 

For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is abundant redemption,  
and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities. 

Since ye endured every manner of torment full of pain,both have borne off laurels full of splendour 
and brightness;O Hilary and Proclus, we therefore observeall-festive memor-ialfaith and longing, 
while asking you fervently:with God for all of us. 

 

Psalm 116 
 

Praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye people. 

O blessed Proclus, thou barest the rending of thy flesh,all the while foreseeing recompenses 
eternal,life in holy Paradise, blessed repose,the light that shall never wane;abiding, entreat that 
enlightenmentbe granted us who honour thee. 
 

For His mercy is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. 

Shining like two brilliant stars, ye enlighten all the worldthe clear beams of wonders, as the Lord’s 
trophy-bearers,banishing the darkness of passions and pains,wise Proclus and Hilary; wherefore, we 
praise you in hymns with exceeding joywe celebrate your memory. 
 

 

Dogmatikon of the Resurrection, from the Octoëchos  • Fourth Tone 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

David the Prophet who became through thee, O Theotokos, the ancestor of God, before time sang 
of thee in praises, and shouted to Him who worked wonders through thee, saying: The queen did 
rise on Thy right; for God hath shown thee to be a Mother bringing forth life, in that He was willing 
to appear incarnate from thee without father, renewing the creation of His likeness, corrupt with 



suffering, in order to find the sheep lost in the hills, and carry it on His shoulders, and offer it to the 
Father, and add it, through His will, to the heavenly Hosts, and to save the whole world; for He is 
the reigning Christ, Possessor of great and rich mercy. 
 

~During the chanting of the Dogmatikon, the Priest and Deacon exit the Sanctuary through the North Door  
and come stand before the Holy Doors on the Solea.~ 

 

THE HOLY ENTRANCE 
 

Deacon: 
Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: 
In the evening and in the morning and at noonday we praise Thee, we bless Thee, we give thanks unto Thee, 
and we pray unto Thee, O Master of all, Lord Who lovest mankind: Direct our prayer as incense before Thee, 
and incline not our hearts unto words or thoughts of evil, but deliver us from all who seek after our souls. 
For unto Thee, O Lord, Lord, are our eyes, and in Thee have we hoped. Put us not to shame, O our God. 
For unto Thee are due all glory, honour, and worship: to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

Deacon: 
Amen. Bless, Father, the Holy Entrance. 

 

Priest:  
Blessed is the entrance to Thy Holy Place, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

Deacon: 

Wisdom! Let us attend! 
 

ENTRANCE AT THE LIGHTING OF THE LAMPS 
Φῶς Ἱλαρόν  

Gladsome Light of the holy glory that shines from the immortal Father in heaven, the holy, the 
blessed: O Jesus Christ. Lo, now that we come to sunset, now that we see the evening light, we sing 
the praise of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: One God. Worthy art Thou to be praised at all times with 
voices meet for holy song, Son of God, Thou Giver of life. Wherefore the world glorifieth Thee.  

EVENING PROKEIMENON 
Psalm 92  • Plagal of the Second Tone 

The Lord is King • and hath clothed Himself with majesty. 

V. The Lord is clothed with strength and hath girt Himself. 

V. For He established the world which shall not be shaken. 

V. Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days.  
 

~ and then the Litany of Fervent Supplication ~ 
 

EVENING PRAYER 
VOUCHSAFE, O LORD, to keep us this night without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our 
fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever. Amen. 
 

Let Thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, even as we have set our hope on Thee. Blessed art Thou, O 
Lord; teach me Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master; make me to understand Thy 
command-ments. Blessed art Thou, O Holy One; enlighten me with Thy precepts. 
 

Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth forever. O despise not the works of Thy hands. To Thee belongeth 
worship, to Thee belongeth praise, to Thee belongeth glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

~ and then the Litany of Supplication ~ 
 

THE PEACE 
Priest: 



Peace be to all. 
And to thy spirit. 

 

Deacon: 

Let us bow our heads unto the Lord. 
To Thee, O Lord. 

 

Priest: 

O LORD OUR GOD, Who didst bow the heavens and come down for the salvation of mankind: Look 
upon Thy servants and Thine inheritance; for unto Thee, the fearful Judge Who yet lov-est mankind, 
have Thy servants bowed their heads and submissively inclined their necks, awaiting not help from 
men but entreating Thy mercy and looking confidently for Thy salvation. Guard them at all times, 
both during this present evening and in the approaching night, from every foe, from all adverse 
powers of the devil, and from vain thoughts and from evil imaginations. 
Blessed and glorified be the might of Thy kingdom: of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

APOSTICHA 
 

of the Resurrection, from the Octoëchos  • Psalm 92 • Fourth Tone 
 

When Thou wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Lord, Thou didst expunge our ancestral curse; and 
when Thou didst descend to Hades, Thou didst free those who were bound from eternity, granting 
the human race incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying Thy third-day Resurrection. 
 

The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with majesty.  
The Lord is robed; He is girded with strength. 

O Thou Who alone art mighty, when Thou wast fastened upon a Tree, Thou didst shake the whole 
earth; and when Thou wast laid in the grave, Thou didst raise those who lay in the graves, granting 
mankind life and incorruptibility. Wherefore, we offer praise, glorifying Thy third-day Resurrection. 
 

For He has established the world so that it shall never be moved. 

The law-transgressing people, O Christ, delivered Thee to Pilate, who condemned Thee to 
cruci-fixion. Thus the ingrate appeared before his Benefactor. But Thou sufferedst burial willingly, 
and didst rise on the third day by Thine own power; for Thou art God, granting us endless and 
Great Mercy. 
 

Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord, forevermore. 
Verily, the women reached Thy tomb seeking Thee with tears. And when they found Thee not they 

shouted and wailed, saying: Woe to us, O our Saviour, King of all, how wast Thou stolen? And what 

place containeth Thy life-bearing body? And an Angel answered them, saying: Weep not, but go 

preach that the Lord hath risen, granting us joy; for He alone is compassionate. 
 

Theotokion of the Resurrection, from the Menaion  • Fourth Tone 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O  thou who art free from all blemish, hear the petitions of thy servants, removing from us the 

difficulties that rise against us, and delivering us from all sorrows; for thou alone art a safe and 

secure haven; and we have secured thee as an intercessor. Therefore, we who call upon thee shall 

never be put to shame. Hasten to fulfill the pleadings of those who cry to thee in faith: Rejoice, O 

Lady, the help of all, O joy, protection, and salvation of our souls. 
 

HYMN OF ST. SIMEON 
Νῦν ἀπολύεις 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes have seen 
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles 



and the glory of Thy people Israel.  
 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 
 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (thrice) 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

ALL-HOLY TRINITY, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our 
in-iquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy Name’s sake. 
 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

OUR FATHER, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
Priest:  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory:  
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

 

Amen. 
 

APOLYTIKIA & THEOTOKION 
 ~ Dismissal Hymns of Vespers ~ 

 
 

of the Resurrection, from the Octoëchos  • Fourth Tone 
 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the Angel the women disciples of the 
Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, 
saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

 

Theotokion of the Resurrection, from the Octoëchos  • Fourth Tone 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

The Mystery which was hidden from everlasting and was unknown of the Angels, O Theotokos, was 
revealed through thee, to those who dwell upon earth. In that God, having become incarnate—in 
unconfused union—of His own good will accepted the Cross for our sake. Whereby He raised again 
the first created, and hath saved our souls from death. 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon:  
 

Wisdom! 
 

Father, bless! 
 

Priest: 
 

Christ our God, the Existing One, is blessed, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. Preserve, O God, the holy Orthodox faith and all Orthodox Christians, unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 
 

Priest: 
 

Most holy Theotokos, save us. 
 

More honourable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, who 
without stain bearest God the Word and art truly Theotokos: we magnify thee. 
 

Priest: 
 



Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to Thee. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. (thrice) Father, bless. 
 

Priest: 

MAY HE WHO ROSE FROM THE DEAD for our salvation, Christ our true God, through the 
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and 
Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honourable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; the supplication 
of the honourable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and 
all-laudable Apostles; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and 
God-bearing Fathers; of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, the patron and protector of our holy community; 
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the holy, glorious and 
right-victorious Martyrs Proclus and Hilary of Ancyra; righteous Veronica, the woman with the issue 
of blood healed by our Lord; and venerable Father Paisios the New of Athos, whose memory we 
cele-brate today, and of all the Saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and 
loveth mankind. Amen. 
 

Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God,  
have mercy upon us and save us. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

 
 

WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

IRENAEUS OF LYONS 
Bishop 
†c.202 

~ from ‘Against Heresies’, Book II, Chapters 1, 2, 9 & 10: there is only one God and He is the Creator of all that is ~ 
 

IT IS PROPER to begin with that which is first and most important, namely, God the Creator, Who 
made heaven and the earth, and all things that are therein (Whom the heretics blasphemously style 
the fruit of a defect), and to demonstrate that there is nothing either above Him or after Him; and that, 
influenced by no one but rather of His own free will, He created all things, since He is the only God, 
the only Lord, the only Creator, the only Father, alone containing all things, and Himself 
commanding all things into existence. For how can there be any other fullness or principle or power 
or god above Him, since it is a matter of necessity that God, the Fullness of all, should contain all 
things in His immensity, and should be contained by nothing? For if there is anything beyond Him, 
He is not then the Fullness of all, nor does He contain all. For that which the heretics declare to be 
beyond Him will be deficient in relation to that God Who is above all things. That which is deficient 
and falls in any way short, is not the Fullness of all things. In such a case, He would have both 
beginning, middle, and end, with respect to those who are beyond Him. And if He has an end in 
regard to those things which are below Him, He has also a beginning with respect to those things 
which are above Him. If this were true, there would be an absolute necessity that He should 
experience the very same thing at all other points, and should be held in, bounded, and enclosed by 
those existences that are outside of Him. Thus, according to the heretics, the Father of all is 
established and enclosed and surrounded by another mighty being, who must of necessity be greater, 
inasmuch as that which contains is greater than that which is contained. But then that which is 



greater is also stronger, and in a greater degree Lord; and that which is greater, and stronger, and in a 
greater degree Lord, must be God. 
 

There exists, according to the heretics, also something else which they declare to be outside of the 
Fullness, into which there descended a higher power who went astray. It is in every way necessary 
that the Fullness contains all the other beings; if this is not so, as the heretics claim, then the 
Fullness and all the other beings must be separated by an infinite distance from each other. But if 
they maintain this belief, there must then be a third kind of existence, which separates by immensity 
the Fullness and that which is beyond it. This third kind of existence will therefore bind and contain 
both of the others, and will be greater than both the Fullness and that which is beyond it, inasmuch 
as it contains both in its bosom. In this way, talk might go on forever concerning those things which 
are contained, and those which contain. These, again, and others which are above and below, will 
have their beginnings at certain other points, and so on ad infinitum, so that our thoughts would 
never rest in one God, but would wander away to that which has no existence, and depart from the 
true God. No one of them all, therefore, could be God. For there would be much deficiency to 
every one of them, each possessing only a very small part when compared with all the rest 
collectively. The name of the Omnipotent would thus be brought to an end, and such an opinion 
would, of necessity, fall to impiety. 
 

But He Himself in Himself–in a way which we can neither describe nor conceive–predestinating all 
things, formed all things as He pleased, bestowing harmony on all things, and assigning them their 
own place, and the beginning of their creation. In this way He conferred on spiritual things a 
spiritual and invisible nature, on super-celestial things a celestial nature, on angels an angelic nature, 
on animals an animal nature, on beings that swim a nature suited to the water, and on those that live 
on the land a nature fitted for the land–on each, in short, a nature suitable to the character of the life 
assigned them–while He formed all things that were made by His Word that never wearies. 
 

For it is unique to the pre-eminence of God not to stand in need of other instruments for the 
creation of those things which are summoned into existence. His own Word is both suitable and 
sufficient for the formation of all things, even as John, that disciple of the Lord, declares regarding 
Him: All things were made by Him, and without Him was nothing made. (John 1:3) Now, among all things our 
world must be included. It too, therefore, was made by His Word, since Scripture tells us in the 
book of Genesis that He made all things connected with our world by His Word. David also 
expresses the same truth when he says: For He spoke, and they came into being; He commanded, and they were 
created. (Psalm 32:9) Whom, therefore, shall we believe regarding the creation of the world—the 
heretics who babble so foolishly and inconsistently on the subject, or the disciples of the Lord, and 
Moses, who was both a faithful servant of God and a prophet? He first narrated the formation of 
the world in these words: In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, (Genesis 1:1) and all other 
things in succession; but neither gods nor angels had any share in the work. Now, the fact that this 
God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Paul the Apostle also has declared, saying, There is one 
God, the Father, Who is above all, and through all things, and in us all. (cf. Ephesians 4:6) The ancients 
preserved with special care this truth, celebrating the praises of the one God, Maker of heaven and 
earth. And those who came after them were reminded of this fact by the Prophets of God. Creation 
itself reveals Him Who created it; His work of creating testifies of Him Who made it. And the world 
manifests Him Who ordered it. The existence of this God is acknowledged by all and is testified by 
all. The Universal Church throughout the world has received this tradition from the Apostles. The 
notion of a father that the heretics conjure into existence cannot be defended; there is no witness to 
his existence. These heretics are worse than the heathen, for the heathen worshiped the creature rather 
than the Creator: but the heretics maintain that the Creator of this world is the fruit of a defect and 
describe Him as having an animal nature; they say that there is a Power above Him which He does 



not know. But the true God proclaims: I am God, and besides Me there is no other god. (Isaiah 46:9) The 
heretics, therefore, are claiming that God is a liar, and they attribute all sorts of wickedness to Him. 
But they are themselves liars, for they conjure up into existence a god who has no existence, to their 
own condemnation. And thus, those who declare themselves to be perfect and possessed of the 
knowledge of all things are found to be worse than the heathen, in that they entertain even more 
blasphemous opinions against their own Creator than the heathen do. And they do not believe that 
God–being powerful, and rich in all resources–created matter itself, inasmuch as they have no 
knowledge of what a divine Essence can accomplish. They inquire as to what supplied the substance 
of creation to the Creator. But, to attribute the substance of created things to the power and will of 
Him Who is God of all is worthy both of credit and acceptance, believing that things which are 
impossible with men are possible with God. (Luke 18:27) While mankind cannot make anything out of 
nothing but only out of already existing matter, God Himself called into being the substance of His 
Creation, which before had no existence.  
 

What sort of conduct would it be, were we to forsake the utterances of the Prophets, of the Lord, 
and of the Apostles, that we might give heed to the heretics, who speak not a word of sense? Amen.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 


